
MONTHLY REPORT - FORMAL RECORD

June 2026 Deepened the Red Zone
Again
The Democracy Redline Index moved from 9.1 to 9.2 as election integrity, due process, coercive state
power, and military / intelligence neutrality deteriorated further. Courts still imposed meaningful brakes, but
mostly after serious escalation pressure had already accumulated.

CURRENT SCORE

9.2 / 10
June 2026

PRIOR SCORE

9.1 / 10
May 2026

VELOCITY

+0.1
Month over month

STATUS

Red
Zone

Published warning

Official public-facing meter for June 2026. The score is numerically
modest from May, but movement inside the Red Zone matters because
several categories are already near the top of the scale.

Executive summary

June did not reverse May's warning. It confirmed
that the Red Zone is holding and deepening. The
strongest negative driver was election structure,
followed by continued due-process strain and rising
concern over loyalty pressure inside the
national-security state.

Courts still mattered. Judges blocked ideological
conditions on major federal grants and helped stop
the Anti-Weaponization Fund. These were real
restraints, but they did not reverse the larger
direction of June movement.

Bottom line: June deepened the Red
Zone pattern.

What changed this month
Driver June movement Score impact

Election Integrity Alabama map order and unresolved federal election-order litigation
reinforced structural risk.

9.0 to 9.2

Habeas / Due Process No-bond detention litigation remained acute while federal workforce
protections weakened.

9.4 to 9.5

Military / Intelligence
Neutrality

Leadership churn, loyalty concerns, and weaker senior personnel
protections elevated neutrality risk.

8.8 to 9.0
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Scorecard and category movement
The index is a weighted public-warning signal. Higher scores indicate greater democratic risk. The June
movement is small in the aggregate, but meaningful because several high-weight categories are already
operating in extreme-risk territory.

Category Weight May June Move June reading

Election Integrity & Peaceful
Transfer

20% 9.0 9.2 +0.2 Reinstated Alabama map and unresolved federal
election-order fights deepened structural pressure.

Rule of Law & Court Compliance 18% 9.5 9.5 0.0 Extreme-risk level held. Courts continued to restrain actions,
but compliance stress remained high.

Habeas Corpus & Due Process 14% 9.4 9.5 +0.1 Detention and federal workforce due-process erosion kept the
category in acute crisis.

Political Targeting /
Weaponization of Justice

12% 9.5 9.5 0.0 The Anti-Weaponization Fund was stopped, but
selective-protection risk remained at ceiling tier.

Institutional Checks &
Anti-Corruption

10% 9.3 9.2 -0.1 Judicial brakes and preserved enforcement powers produced
modest relief.

Press Freedom & Information
Control

8% 9.1 9.1 0.0 FCC pressure, public-media pressure, and journalist risk
remained severe.

Coercive State Power & Policing
Norms

8% 9.0 9.1 +0.1 Centralized personnel control and enforcement pressure
nudged the category higher.

Civil Society & Associational
Freedom

6% 8.5 8.4 -0.1 Some protective rulings created modest relief without restoring
safety.

Military / Intelligence Neutrality 4% 8.8 9.0 +0.2 Loyalty pressure and weakened protections elevated
independence risk.

Historical trajectory

The historical record matters because the project is measuring accumulation and direction over time, not simply reacting to one headline or
isolated event.
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Five developments that most affected
the June score
The public-warning logic separates event severity, documentary confidence, systemic reach, and score
impact. These five items shaped the June movement most directly.

1) Election Integrity worsened again Score impact: 9.0 to
9.2

The Supreme Court allowed Alabama to use a map lower courts had found diluted
Black voting power, reinforcing the post-Callais rollback into another concrete June
deterioration with immediate 2026 election consequences.

2) Habeas and due process stayed in acute crisis Score impact: 9.4 to
9.5

The no-bond detention fight kept splitting the circuits while the June 3 workforce order
removed long-standing procedural protections from thousands of senior federal
employees.

3) Military and intelligence neutrality deteriorated further Score impact: 8.8 to
9.0

DNI turnover, loyalty concerns, and weaker protections for senior national-security
personnel made professional independence look more vulnerable in June.

4) Weaponized justice stayed at the ceiling tier Score impact: held 9.5

The Anti-Weaponization Fund collapsed under judicial and bipartisan pressure, but
the larger accountability asymmetry around insider protection and selective scrutiny
remained intact.

5) Courts still blocked several aggressive moves Countervailing
impact: partial
restraint

June's strongest counterweights were the injunction against ideological grant
conditions and the collapse of the Anti-Weaponization Fund.

Countervailing brakes: courts blocked ideological conditions on major federal grants and
helped stop the Anti-Weaponization Fund. These restraints mattered, but they did not reverse
the broader direction of June deterioration.
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Methodology note and source spine
Democracy Redline is not a prediction market, polling model, or partisan grade. It is a public-warning
system that turns documented institutional stress into a monthly civic-risk signal.

What the score measures Visible pressure across elections, courts, due process, coercive power, press freedom, civil
society, oversight, corruption safeguards, and military / intelligence neutrality.

What moves the score Events with stronger documentation, higher democratic consequence, broader institutional reach,
and repeat-pattern value receive more weight than isolated noise.

What it is not It does not forecast the future or claim precision beyond the model. It tracks direction, intensity,
accumulation, and proximity to democratic redline conditions.

Evidence categories used in the June review

Official records Executive orders, agency notices, court orders, filings, public dockets, and formal
government records.

Court actions Rulings, injunctions, appellate decisions, compliance findings, and judicial records that
show whether constraints still function.

Watchdog and civil-liberties
reports

Credible institutional reporting from organizations that track civil liberties, elections,
corruption, press freedom, and rule-of-law pressure.

Major journalism Reputable journalism, especially when reporting is corroborated across multiple outlets or
grounded in primary documents.

What to watch next

Election structure More state efforts to exploit weaker federal voting-rights protections ahead of the 2026 midterms.

Due-process litigation A likely high-court confrontation over detention authority, bond eligibility, and procedural protection.

Loyalty pressure inside
the state

The normalization of loyalty-first staffing across law enforcement, intelligence, and administration.

Use this report as the formal monthly record. Use the archive to compare sequence, persistence,
and acceleration over time.

democracyredline.com | June 2026 | Public warning system, not a forecast
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